


Prison Meeting 

Rev. Jesse Jackson, in white suit and vest, and day for a meeting with Ray on Ray's involvement in 
Mark Lane, left, lawyer for James Earl Ray, enter- the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (UPl 
ed Brushy Mountain Penitentiary in Petros yester- Telephoto) 


Jackson Doubts Ray's Guilt After Talk 

By ANNE POWELL ^ 


PETROS — A civil rights leader with 
Martin Luther King Jr. when he was 
assassinated emerged from a meeting 
here with the convicted killer and said he 
plans to meet Tuesday with U.S. Atty. 
Gen. Griffin Bell to try to get a trial for 


James Earl Ray. 

Rev. Jesse Jackson, who was talking 
to Dr. King when he was shot during a 
1968 Memphis garbage workers’ strike, 
said “the tension built up in me” as he 


bility he might be innocent.” 

Ray initially pleaded guilty to killing 
Dr. King but has since said he was not 
guilty and has been seeking a trial. 

“Not to fight for a trial is to be willing 


first met Ray here yesterday. “I knew .1 to accept a tradeoff between a $2 narcot- 


looking at the man accused of killing 
Dr. King; yet I knew there is the possi- 


ics hustler and Dr. King,” he said. “I 
have a profound doubt that he killed Dr. 
King. I think he was involved but I am 
convinced he did not act alone so I will 
work to get him a trial. The idea of a 
conspiracy is what prompts me to fight 
for a trial.” 


Ray goes this weekend to Washing- 
ton, D.C., where he will appear before 
the House Assassination Committee 
Monday to testify on King’s murder. 

But Ray’s attorney, Mark Lane, had 
harsh words for the committee which he 
called “a group of clowns.” However, he 
said he endorses Ray’s plans to testify 


See JACKSON, Page 2 


Jackson Doubts Ray's Guilt, Wants Trial 

Starts on Page One Dr. Poussaint said Ray “didn’t show Tennessee Bureau of Criminal Identifica- 
publicly before the committee. nervousness; was calm and cool tion had notified him three months aso of 

“Ray will testify but he is not trying ^'1'^ answered questions directly and a second alleged escape plan for Rav hnf 







